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Whether youÕre remodeling, 
redecorating, or designing 
from scratch, a strong plan at 
the beginning of the project is 
the best way to ensure your 
happiness at the finish. If youÕre 

working with a design studio or with an 

interior designerÑor, ideally, bothÑthe 

professionals involved will help you come 

up with a comprehensive plan that covers 

everything from budget to color scheme. 

Handling the details yourself? You can 

still benefit from the expertsÕ expertise. 

Their top tip? ÒBe honest with yourself,Ó 

says interior designer Barry Wooley of 

Louisville, KY. ÒTry to separate what you 

need and want from what you just want.Ó 

Toronto designer Jane Lockhart agrees: 

ÒYou need to figure out how youÕll use the 

space, and who will use itÑright down to 

the family pets.Ó Next, gather ideas. Pull 

pages from magazines, make online idea 

files (see some helpful resources below), 

and snap pictures everywhere. DonÕt be 

afraid to seek help. Visiting local design 

studios and showrooms are a great way 

to see materials in person, find creative 

design ideas, and get expert input.
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PLANNINGPLANNINGPLANNING
Make sure your design project runs smoothly by 

following our tips for selecting a style, choosing colors, 
working with professionals, and more.
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